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Music and Lyrics by 
ELTON JOHN & TIM RICE

Additional Music and Lyrics by 
LEBO M, MARK MANCINA, JAY RIFKIN, and HANS ZIMMER

Book by 
ROGER ALLERS & IRENE MECCHI

Based on the Broadway production directed by 
Julie Taymor

Music Adapted & Arranged and Additional Music & Lyrics and “Luau Hawaiian Treat”  
written by Will Van Dyke

“It’s a Small World” written by Richard M. Sherman and Robert B. Sherman

Disney’s The Lion King KIDS is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre 
International (MTI). All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.  

www.mtishows.com
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Hello and Welcome to PAA!

We are a family of staff and faculty dedicated to creating high quality 
performing arts experiences for students ages 3 to adult. With year-
round programming including classes, workshops and performance 
experience opportunities, we welcome students of all levels, from those 
new to the performing arts through advanced practitioners.
 
At PAA, we put values into action, activating and applying concepts such 
as leadership, creativity, and compassion through artistic participation.  
The student’s contribution to a collaborative whole is important for 
personal growth and for developing active citizenship in our connected 
world. The performing arts is not, as we look at it, about making stars 
or focusing on the actors alone. It takes a whole circle of community to 
make a theatrical story come alive. Each person’s contribution is critical 
for the experience to succeed. That includes those backstage, onstage, 
and in directorial, chorographical, management, design, and technical 
positions. The applause at the end is for every person who participated 
in the creation, including those who are not visible to the audience.
 
Understanding the importance and power of collective achievement 
provides a framework for the individual to thrive, succeed, and celebrate 
personal and group growth. Through 
standing with others in a circle of 
community, we understand individuality 
in equality. Together, we become more 
than we are alone, and together we learn 
how this world needs all of us to bring 
our stories to life.

We are glad you are here, welcome!

Melanie Kirkpatrick
Artistic Director

PAACOLORADO.ORG





THIS PROGRAM WAS MADE  
POSSIBLE IN PART BY:

The Anschutz Foundation

Virginia Hill Foundation

Sheila Fortune Foundation

Bowen Family Performing Arts Fund/Denver Foundation

SCFD

Ask questions, exchange information, and find resources!

facebook.com/groups/paaparentgroup



 



CHECK OUT THE PHOTOS!
Performance photos can be found on our flickr page:
www.flickr.com/photos/paacolorado

Graphic design, web design, and 
marketing expert in Highlands Ranch, 
Colorado. Whether you’re looking to 
attract new customers, rebrand an 
existing business, or update your online 
presence with a beautiful new website, 
our blend of design, development, and 
marketing expertise will help you create 
a stronger, more engaging business that 
truly thrives.
www.bauerstudios.com

If you’re looking for a neighborhood 
that suits your heart and a home that 
fits your mind and your budget, or 
an investment property to build your 
portfolio, you’ve found the right team 
of professionals. With our commitment 
to excellence and our vast real estate 
experience Banyan Real Estate offers a 
journey like none other when buying and 
selling.
www.banyanrealestate.com



One By One

Circle of Life

I Just Can’t Wait to Be King

Be Prepared

Hakuna Matata

Can You Feel the Love Tonight?

He Lives in You

Luau Hawaiin Treat

Finale

SHOW ORDER

Berenz Tax, Inc. is a proud supporter 
of PAA and performing arts. 

Providing individuals and businesses 
with professional tax advisory and 
preparation services, Berenz Tax is 

located in Littleton and Thornton, CO.
www.berenztax.com



Join The Club! 
Help with activities that advance PAA’s 
mission to Create Community, Build 
Character and Inspire Excellence through 
performing arts education. 

For more information and 
meeting schedule, visit

paacolorado.org/clubpaa
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A fresh approach to connecting with customers.

We believe every company has a compelling story. How it’s told shapes 
the way people think and drives them to action. Through sound market-

ing strategy, crystal clear language, inspired campaigns and targeted 
channels, we motivate audiences to meet, talk, collaborate and pur-

chase. At Primavera Group, this is our mission.

Primavera Group is a communications + strategy company
www.theprimaveragroup.com



FALL CLASSES



FALL SHOWS
Disney’s Descendants
7th - 12th Grade
August 9 - November 17, 2021 
Mondays & Wednesdays 
6:30 - 8:30 PM
Auditions: Saturday, August 7
Performances: Thursday, No-
vember 18 & Friday, November 
19

The Addams Family
2nd - 6th Grade
August 9 - November 12, 2021 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 
6:30 - 8:00 PM
Auditions: Saturday, August 7
Performances: Thursday No-
vember 11 & Friday, November 
12

Puffs
6th - 12th Grade
August 9 - October 29, 2021 
Mondays & Wednesdays 
6:30 - 8:00 PM
Auditions: Saturday, August 7
Performance: Friday, October 
29

REGISTER AT PAACOLORADO.ORG



Andrea Aguerrevere .....................................................................................................Nala

Abigail Bowman .............................................................................................. Red-Hornbill

Ty Ettwein .............................................................................................Elephant, Trickster

Aidan Finneman .....................................................................................................Elephant

Addison Finneman ................................................................................................... Gazelle

Josephine Folk ........................................................................................................Rafiki #3

Mallory Gore...........................................................................................................Rafiki #4

Alex Keltner ...............................................................................................................Banzai

Brianna Kneuer ............................................................................................................ Zazu

Alex Lane ................................................................................................................... Hyena

Callie Marken .........................................................................................................Rafiki #5

Peyton Marr ................................................................................................................ Sarabi

Justin Marr............................................................................................... Gazelle, Trickster

Olive McKinney ...................................................................................Young Nala, Lioness

Vivian Moon .............................................................................................................Lioness

Mia Nascarelli ................................................................................................Red-Hornbills

Alexis Opara .............................................................................................................Lioness

Pierce Paul ........................................................................................................Mufasa, Bird

Avery Petterson ........................................................................................................Pumbaa

Thalia Preonas .......................................................................................................Rafiki #2

Elias Preonas ...............................................................................................................Zebra

Grayson Riek .............................................................................................................. Simba

Skylar Riley ................................................................................................................Shenzi

Cordylia Shryack ....................................................................................Young Simba, Bird

Lochlann Shryack............................................................................................................. Ed

Vela Sitzes .................................................................................................................. Hyena

Elliana Sloan ........................................................................................................... Rafiki #1

Andrew Tepoorten ..................................................................................................... Timon

Charlotte Underwood.................................................................................................... Scar

Olivia Wolfe .................................................................................................................Zebra

CAST LIST
Cast A



CAST LIST
Cast B

Sophie Ahluwalia ....................................................................................................... Timon
Colin Bowe ...................................................................................................................Zebra
Channing Copeland ................................................................................. Gazelle, Trickster
Brynlee Cundy ........................................................................................................Rafiki #3
Keira Hazelrigs ..............................................................................................................Nala
Cullen Kayser-Cochran ................................................................................................. Scar
Michael Kneuer .......................................................................................................... Simba
Maya Lancaster ...................................................................................Young Nala, Lioness
Emily Madsen .........................................................................................................Rafiki #4
Tucker McTaggart ............................................................................................................ Ed
Celest Menendez Vega .......................................................................................... Rafiki #1
Elena Miller Salas ...................................................................................................... Sarabi
Paige Murphy ...........................................................................................................Pumbaa
Katie Plaine .................................................................................................................Zebra
Ellie Price ...............................................................................................................Rafiki #2
Eva Romine .............................................................................................................Rafiki #5
Lexi Rosengren .......................................................................................................... Hyena
Rocco Rowekamp ..................................................................................Elephant, Trickster
Emmy Schwabauer .................................................................................................. Gazelle
Jayden Schwabauer ......................................................................................... Red-Hornbill
Delia Suda ..............................................................................................................Elephant
Blake Taylor ...............................................................................................................Banzai
Tori Tedesco .................................................................................................... Red-Hornbill
Mallory Tedesco .......................................................................................................Lioness
Melia Walsh .................................................................................................................. Zazu
Nora Weingartner ...................................................................................................... Hyena
Kylie Wheeler.............................................................................................................Shenzi
Cora Wilcox ..............................................................................................................Lioness
Teagan Wille ..........................................................................................Young Simba, Bird
Joel Wood .........................................................................................................Mufasa, Bird



DR. JAMES RAMSEY, MUSIC DIRECTOR
James Ramsey is Executive Director for the Performing Arts Academy 
and Director of Music and Arts at St. Luke’s UMC. Previous engagements 
include college instruction positions at the University of Colorado, 
University of Denver, and Whitman College in Washington. James 
earned a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Choral Literature and 
Performance at the University of Colorado, Boulder, a Master of Music 
degree in Conducting at the Eastman School of Music, and a Bachelor of 
Music Education at Middle Tennessee State University. James resides in 
Littleton with his wife, Leigh, and their sons, Jack and Luke.

Artistic and Production Team

MADELINE SHAFFER, CHOREOGRAPHER 
Madeline Shaffer grew up teaching and performing in southern 
Illinois. She received a BA in Dance from Jacksonville University 
and then moved to NYC. She performed in a national tour, 
choreographed and directed a new musical, performed in front 
of the UN, and worked with several high schools and children’s 
programs choreographing shows and teaching classes. She’s 
choreographed over 30 musical theatre productions and has over 
10 years of teaching experience. Now in Denver, Madeline is 
overjoyed to be the new Director of Dance for PAA.

MORGAN HOTCHKISS, DIRECTOR
Originally from West Haven, Connecticut, Morgan studied theatre 
in Brooklyn, New York before moving to South Florida where she 
continued her education. While earning a Drama degree from 
Lynn University, she spent a semester studying Musical Theatre 
in Dublin, Ireland on the Jan McArt Scholarship. Morgan felt right 
at home with PAA after directing Matilda The Musical. It is an 
honor to grow and learn with a group as great as PAA. 

CLAYLISH COLDIRON, PRODUCTION ASSISTANT
Claylish is a music and theatre tech student, working towards her 
undergrad in Chicago. Despite the hardships which brought her 
home to Colorado for the time being, she is grateful it gave her 
the opportunity to work with this program and such wonderful 
kids!

MELANIE WARE, PROPS MASTER
Melanie has been with PAA as their Properties Master for six 
years and teaching classes for five. Melanie received her BA in 
Theatre from the University of Colorado, Colorado Springs in May 
of 2016. Between Acting, Directing and Properties Design she has 
roughly 12 years of theatrical experience. Favorite PAA design 
credits include: You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown!, Tarzan, Mary 
Poppins and The Addams Family.



ADAM LILLIBRIDGE, TECH DIRECTOR 
Adam received his Bachelor’s Degree in Theatre Arts from 
Illinois Wesleyan University. He worked in LA as a freelance 
scenic designer and as the Technical Director for a classical 
repertory theatre company. His scenic design for Noises Off 
received critical acclaim and a Garland Award nomination. He 
returned to Colorado in 2011 where he works as a home builder 
and a technical director, director, improv coach, and head of the 
drama department at D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. High School.
JENNIFER LILLIBRIDGE, COSTUME DESIGN 
Jennifer Lillibridge came to Colorado from Los Angeles where 
she earned her BA in Theater Arts and Directing at Occidental 
College. For several years after college she was a proud member 
of Actors Equity and worked throughout the Greater LA area as 
an equity production stage manager and scenic artist for several 
prominent theater companies. In Colorado, Jennifer is the theater 
program’s director and costume designer at D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. High 
School. She and her husband Adam, enjoy creating stories and 
having wild adventures with their daughter Juniper and two dogs.

ALEX PALMER, SOUND ENGINEER 
Sound Engineer, Composer and Musician, Alexander Palmer 
studied at Shenandoah University Virginia, obtaining his Bachelor 
of Music in Music Production and Recording Technology followed 
by his Master of Science in Recording Arts Degree at the 
University of Colorado Denver. In addition to Sound Design for 
theaters, Alexander works at CCM Recording Studios in Denver.

Artistic and Production Team

Andre Da Silva - Assistant Technical Director
Cambel Rule - Assistant Technical Director 

Sam Leahy - Registrar and Site Manager
Katie Antonelli - Work Study Student

ABBY DURKIN, ASSISTANT COSTUMER 
Abby has several years of costuming experience in multiple 
capacities and is thrilled to continue that experience this summer 
with the Performing Arts Academy.  She is currently studying 
Christian Ministries and Biblical Studies at Gordon College in 
Wenham, MA. This is her first year with the company and is 
extremely grateful to have this opportunity to create a fun and 
creative set of shows. 





A home is not a home because of its room dimensions or the color of its walls.
It is about how you feel when you walk through the front door.
And the way you can instantly envision your life unfolding there.

This is more than about real estate, this is about your life and your dreams.

Many families are finding that their dream home is no longer working, especially during a
pandemic! People are needing more office or "flexible" spaces. My team is ready to help you sell

your home at top dollar and find something that will work for you today and into the future.

Keller Williams Executives Realty
640 Plaza Drive, Ste. 300, Highlands Ranch, CO 80129



BENEFACTOR 
($25,000 and up)
Anonymous
Kenneth Fong & Betsy 
Keyack

SPONSOR  
($5,000-$9,999)
Jeff & Tracy 
Baumgartner
Elaine and George 
Carlstrom
Dyani Galligan
James & Leigh Ramsey
Ken Ready

PRODUCER  
($2,500-$4,999)
Ann & Stephen Bennett
Marty & Melinda 
Davidson
William Elder
Steve & Debbie Gampp
Jim & Grace George
John & Marge Harper
Mike & Linda Hollyman
Gerald & Linda 
McLeland
Stanton & Tricia Meyer
Mike & Sandi Miyaki
Austin & Beth Simmons
Thomas & Sallie Suby-
Long
Jeff Suntken

DIRECTOR  
($1,000-$2,499)
Terri Beecher
Jim & Adoree Blair
Bruce & Connie 
Campbell
Ross and Ava Campbell
Craig Christensen
John & Terri Church
Holly Coors
Rob Derstadt
Dee & Jean Ann 
Duncan
Ken Eder

Charles Engle
Carl & Laura Fitch
Jim & Lisa Hajek
Colleen Herskovits
Bryan Hutchinson
Stef Jeffries
Mike Kelley
Bruce & Andrea 
Kirchoff
Margaret Kirkpatrick
Kim & Chris LaMee
Jay & Jill Lee
Danny & Susan 
MacIntosh
Mary Maiers
Matt Mann & Tiffany 
Payne
Linda Osborn
Kevin & Taletha Pogge
Leslie Porter
Dave & Jenita Rhodes
Bob & Lorna Roberts
Mary Schade
Erynn & Nick Shryack
Richard Spong

DESIGNER  
($500-$999)
Gail Abernathy
Angela Alderson
Chris & Karen Amack
Andy & Kristi Amick
Michelle & Frankie 
Barrett
Carol Baumgartner
Gregory & Nancy Boyer
Mary Berwyn
Chris Brendlinger
Jessica Sookyong Cho
Cathy Christian
Stephen & Cathy 
Collins
Joe & Theressa 
Dulaney
Al Fialkovich
Darci Freeman
Josh Gampp
Gordon & Lisa Heaton

Rowena Helman
John Hollingsworth
Tamara Jorden
Mary Kennedy
Melanie Kirkpatrick & 
Peter Jonnard
Nancy Lataitis
Randy & Sandy Larson
John & Dottie Mann
Justin & Andrea New
Mike & Ashley Osborne
Terry & Caroline Peltes
Greg & Nancy Plamp
Jennifer Prantl
Jack Ramsey
Deborah Ransick
Brian Rice
Eric & Sarah Siegler
Rick & Dani Stang
Mark & Patti Speedy
Roseanne & Charles 
Thenell
John Thomas

ACTOR  
($100-$499)
Nancy Abbott
Amy Adams
Suzanne Alexandria
Denise Anderson
Charles Ash
Dustin Audet
Linda Babcock
Janell Barber
Matt & Heather Bauer
Nancy Bauer
Neal Bhamre
Torin & Elisa Blair
Brenda & Barry 
Blanchard-Kooser
Alex & Maja Buck
Teri & Sam Burget
Julie Burt
Stephanie Burt
Caroline Butler
Julie & Michael 
Buckman
Nicholas Calfee

Robin Calkins
Eric Campbell
Kelly & John Card
Kristen Carney
Cynthia Carpenter
Brandy Caruso
Greg Cheng
Janet Christopher
Elisabeth Collins
Marti Colpitts
Ian Condie
Ed & Kay Coryell
Eileen & Vern Coy
Amanda Cushing
Greg DiMuro
Luke DeWitt
Greg Eifler & Melissa 
Wisted
Megan Elward
Rachel Eschelbacher
Val Etchepare
Shannon Falcon
Brooke Ferguson
Christina & Michael 
Follett
Loida Garcia
Talia Gardner
Leslie Garske
Mark & Sandy Gibbons
Carol Gill & Chuck 
Smith
Laurie Gilbert
Joan & Bill Goddard
Beth Gorman
Chris Greene
Cynthia Gulde
John Hare
Julie Hartsfield
Nick & Mary Michael 
Hawkins
Lisa Hazelrigs
Patricia Hildebrand
Stephanie Hooley
John Jacobs
Sarah Jacquin
Chelsea Johnson
Mark Johnson
Janet Johnston

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS!
Donations received from October 1, 2019 – April 30, 2021



Kim Joseph
Steve & Michele 
Kaminsky
Rick Kellogg
Julie Kennedy
Patricia Kennedy
Richard & Carleen 
Krening
Tom & Carolyn 
Kuespert
Terry & Kristin Lang
Madeline LaMee
Mark & Kristin 
Lamendola-Armistead
Stephanie Layton
Janice Leaverton
Uta Letbetter & Joe 
Wilwerding
Kevin Lewis
Dave & Bobbi Lively
Carey Madsen
John & Dotti Mann
Andrew Marples
Dale & Jody McGrath
Schehera McKasson
Scott & Karen Meade
John & Andrea Mezger
Shayla Mirzakhani
Bryn Narcisian
Theresa North
John & Amy Olaechea
Belinda Osborne
Renae Parra
Caitlin & Matt Plamp
Jack & Cindy Parsons
Brandi Petterson
Raina Powell
Suzanne Rainy
Craig & Marilyn 
Ramsey
John Rawls
Kristin Reif
Tanya Rodriguez
Mike & Annemarie Roy
Craig Sawicki
Jennifer & Jon Schmidt
Judith Schmidt
Mary Schmidt
Meaghan Schneider
Jane Schwartz

Lee Seaman
Suzanne Sharpe
Steve & Beth Shryack
Josh & Jane Staller
Steve Stine
LIza Stoltz-Hanson
Jan Sutcliffe
Jon & Lise Takayama
Carla Tapia
David & Karen 
Tepoorten
Nicolette Vander Velde
Darryl & Laura 
Vanpraag
Chris & Wendy Von 
Wald
Mary Walsh
Melanie Ware
Amy Watson
Judy & Walt Weiler
Michelle Welch
Dennis Whitney
Tracy Worek
Edith Worth
Judith Wyley

SUPPORTER  
(UP TO $99)
Kira Antram
James Bacon
Jan Ballard
Kerith Beaumont
John Belongie
David & Laura Benson
Judy Buckman
Ryan Burke
Kristen Burkett
Kristin Bureau
Sara Buys
Cassidy Calkins
Megan Casselman
Brenda Chavez
Ashley Conover
Chris Cooke
Malia Curran
June Daniel
Susan Duncombe
Sean Elward
Rachel Eschelbacher
Todd & Remy Fenske

Isabella Finneman
Tarrah Garcia
Kathy Goldberg
Melissa Gonring
Amy Gonzales
Tammy Gould
Amber & Tony 
Grebmeier
Alexandra Gregory
William & Ruby 
Hersberger
Lisa Janisse
Lori Jenkins
Carrie Kayser-Cochran
Christine Kleen
Russha Knauer
Nikki Kneuer
Sheri Larsen
Kay Lozano
Jill Lundberg
Susan MacIntosh
Amanda Mascarelli
Amy McDowell
Robyn Moon
Helen Moxcey
Lauren Mueller
Brad Nelson
Gail Nguyen
Kay Oscai
Jennifer Popovich
Marlene & Ron Rice
Renee Rice
Jessica Riescher
Chris & Kelly Rigolini
Alisa Rothe
Kathy Rowley
Mark Santi
Virgil & Cheryl 
Schneider
Sharon Seamans
Rosemary Sietsema
Collin Sloan
Kelly Stahlman
Danielle Steinhart
Robin Streeter
Trudy Turner
Chris Vanderpool
Guillermo & Amie 
Velasco

BUSINESSES & 
FOUNDATIONS
AGS Construction
Amazon Smile
Anschutz Foundation
ARC Thrift Stores
Banyan Real Estate, 
LLC
Bauer Studios
Beecher Family 
Charitable Fund
Berenz Tax Inc
Bowen Family Fund/
Denver Foundation
Carlstrom Family 
Charitible Fund
Charities Aid 
Foundation of America
COBank, ACB
Colorado Creative 
Industries
ColoradoGives 
Community First
Columbine Valley 
Homes LLC
Comcast
Eyefive, Inc DBA 
Shipoffers
Fidelity Charitable
Fort Family Foundation
GoodCoin Foundation
Images Everything, LLC
JK Group Inc
Mici Italian Highlands 
Ranch
Miyaki Realty, Inc
Phyllis M Coors 
Foundation
Porter Properties
Primavera Group
Robert and Mary Jane 
Smith Foundation
SCFD
Sheila Fortune 
Foundation
The Bundt Shoppe
The Perfect Home 
Group
Trex Rain Escape
Virginia W. Hill 
Foundation
WaterStone Giving 
Strategies



Tracy Baumgartner, Chair
Ken Fong, Treasurer
Christen Brendlinger

Marty Davidson, Vice Chair
Holly Coors 

Dave Rhodes
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Staff
Dr. James Ramsey, Executive Director
Melanie Kirkpatrick, Artistic Director

Samantha Leahy, Registrar & Site Manager
Taletha Pogge, Financial & Operations Manager

Adam Lillibridge, Resident Production Manager & Technical Director 
Madeline Shaffer, Dance Director 

Courtlyn McCain, Resident Costume Designer
Elisa Blair, Development Coordinator
Heather Bauer, Marketing Manager

Board of Directors

303-900-7041 
8817 S Broadway,  

Highlands Ranch, CO 80129

PAA is an independent 501(c)3 non-profit  
and all contributions are tax-deductible.

Through the Performing Arts Academy,  
your child has access to curriculum-based arts education that:

• Fosters independence through age-appropriate responsibilities,
• Emphasizes teamwork and the importance of each individual’s part,

• Encourages kids to fail forward and work through challenges  
in a supportive environment

• Nurtures authentic self-confidence


